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The area of social studies involves children’s ability to under-
stand how they relate to their family and community, their 
understanding of social norms, and their ability to recognize 
and respect similarities and difference in people. In addition 

to helping children develop an understanding of time (past, present, and future) 

and place (geography), these skills are important because they also help children 

place themselves within a broader context of the world around them and to think 

beyond the walls of their home and early childhood classroom. The components 

within this domain address children’s understanding of self, family, and communi-

ty as well as basic geography and a sense of past, present, and future.

Children with disabilities may demonstrate alternate ways of meeting the goals 

of social studies development. In particular, children with a cognitive impair-

ment may reach many of these same goals, but at a different pace, with a 

different degree of accomplishment, and in a different order than typically 

developing children. However, the goals for all children are the same, even 

though the path and the pace toward realizing the goals may be different. 

Principles of universal design for learning (UDL) offer the least restrictive 

and most inclusive approach to developing environments and curricula 

that best support the social studies development all children. 

Remember: While this domain represents general expectations for 

social studies development, each child will reach the individual learning 

goals at his or her own pace and in his or her own way.

SS 1: Self, Family, and Community

SS 2: Self, History, and Geography

soCIal stUDIEs



SOCIAL STUDIES

By the following ages, most children will:
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9m 18m 24m 36m 48m 60m
 › Demonstrate an interest 
in themselves (e.g., 
observing themselves in 
a mirror, looking at their 
own hands and feet)

 › Use gestures to commu-
nicate their interest in 
objects and people

 › Smile when someone 
familiar smiles at them

 › Focus their attention on 
others and engage in 
interactions

 › Kick their legs or reach 
with their arms when they 
see a familiar person 

 › Demonstrate a preference 
for familiar versus unfa-
miliar adults

 › Actively explore the 
similarities and differences 
among people by feeling 
their hair, touching their 
faces, watching their facial 
expressions, listening to 
their voices

 › Look to care-
givers for assis-
tance, guidance, 
and safety

 › Distinguish 
between familiar 
and unfamiliar 
adults

 › Show an aware-
ness of the 
unique attributes 
of people

 › Demonstrate an under-
standing of simple rules 
and prompts, such as 
“stop,” but often do not 
follow directions

 › “Chat” with family 
members, although 
only half of the words 
they use may be recog-
nizable

 › Identify known people 
in pictures 

 › Shadow adults in their 
work by imitating such 
activities as sweeping 
or picking up toys, and 
attempting to help

 › Follow rules and under-
stand that there may 
be different rules for 
different contexts

 › Identify themselves as 
members of a family 
or classroom and 
participate as active 
members of these 
communities 

 › Engage in pretend play 
and act out different 
settings or events that 
happen at home (e.g., 
being a doll’s “daddy” 
and using a spoon to 
feed the doll)

 › Identify basic similar-
ities and differences 
between themselves 
and others

 › Share information about their family and 
community

 › Demonstrate an awareness of and 
appreciation for family and cultural 
stories

 › Create art that contains realistic 
elements (e.g., pointing to one of 
their drawings and saying, “This is our 
house.”)

 › Demonstrate an awareness of group 
rules and the outcomes of choices

 › Demonstrate an understanding of the 
rights and responsibilities in a group 
(e.g., following simple classroom rules, 
participating in classroom clean-up) 

 › Engage in pretend play using objects as 
representations of something else (e.g., 
string as a fireman’s hose or an empty 
plate that serves “dinner”)

 › Identify and ask questions about similar-
ities and differences between personal, 
family, and cultural characteristics

 › Demonstrate an awareness of and 
appreciation for personal characteristics 
(e.g., saying “That man is nice,” or “She 
has red hair.”)

 › Talk about family in more 
complex ways (e.g., 
explaining the importance 
of unique family traditions 
beyond common holiday 
customs)

 › Engage in sociodramatic 
play (i.e., complex pretend 
play involving assigned 
roles and an general plot), 
for example, by acting out 
family or community roles 
and events

 › Demonstrate an under-
standing that “fairness” 
involves taking turns and 
sharing roles

 › Engage in peer conflict 
resolution with increasing 
independence

 › Make comparisons about 
similarities and differences 
among people and use 
themselves as a reference 
(e.g., saying “That boy is 
bigger than me!”)

component 1: Self, Family, and Community 
learning goal 1.a: Children gain awareness of how they relate 
to their family and community, understand social roles and 
responsibilities, and recognize and respect similarities and 
differences in people.

soCIal stUDIEs (ss 1.a)



SOCIAL STUDIES

By the following ages, most children will:
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 › Have a general under-
standing of the passing of 
time and the meaning of 
phrases like “not now” and 
“after lunch”

 › Use spatial cues to find or 
describe the location of 
object s (e.g., “behind the 
book shelf,” “on top of the 
table”)

 › Demonstrate an aware-
ness of a daily routine

 › Demonstrates an aware-
ness of familiar buildings 
and signs and know their 
meaning (e.g., recognizing 
a stop sign and knowing 
the car must stop; says 
“Hey! There’s the zoo”)

 › Communicate about 
personal history (e.g., 
“When I was little . . . ”)

 › Use such words as “today” 
or “day” and “night”

 › Communicate with 
increasing specificity 
about the location of 
objects and areas at 
school and home

 › Use such terms as “today,” 
“tomorrow,” and “next time” with 
some accuracy

 › Use and understand concepts of 
“before” and “after”

 › Recognize the passage of time 
through day-and-night cycles and 
through changing seasons 

 › Recognize common features in 
their immediate environment (e.g., 
talking about the apple tree outside 
their back door, or commenting on 
the river they cross on their ride to 
school)

 › Create drawings of home and 
school

 › Create simple maps of home and 
school and talk about the things 
that are in certain areas (a bed or a 
closet in their bedroom)

 › Identify familiar landmarks (police 
or fire station, grocery store)

component 2: History and Geography 
learning goal 2.a: Children understand concept of time (past, 
present, and future) and place.

soCIal stUDIEs (ss 2.a)

Play is often talked about as if it were relief from 
serious learning. But for children play is serious 
learning. Play is really the work of childhood.
- Fred Rogers


